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We’ve all heard this idiom before – “Behind every successful man there is a woman.” Is it truth 

or a myth? Sometimes it is the woman that encourages the man to take the risks that are 

usually necessary for him to become successful. There is also another way to look at this 

relationship. The woman and the man are compliments to each other making them both 

successful. Such is the case with Elaine and Robert McChristian. 

 

Like most fishermen and collectors, we have all heard of Seamaster reels. My interest in 

Seamaster became elevated when I had the opportunity to acquire a collection of them. The 

person that had them knew the Seamaster inventor Robert L. McChristian, Jr. He and his wife 

were friends with Mr. & Mrs. McChristian. It was from this person that I learned how much 

Elaine played in the life of Robert. This got my curiosity up and I had to learn more. This is the 

story I’d like to tell about Elaine. The following is a chronological record of the life of Elaine 

and Robert McChristian. 

 

But first, we have to talk about the man Robert Lee McChristian, Jr. He was later known to his 

friends as Capt. Mack. Robert was born in New York, NY on August 1, 1912. The 1920 Chicago, 

IL Federal Census shows Robert, his parents and his three brothers living there. The father is 

listed as being employed as a machinist for an automobile manufacturer. By 1922, the family 

had moved to Miami, FL. Robert is listed in the August 11, 1922 “The Miami News” newspaper 

as a member of the Royal Order of Whales swimming team. Robert’s love of the water was 

perhaps a prelude of things to come. 

 

Early in his life, Robert was surely influenced by his father Robert L. McChristian, Sr. The 

father’s obituary says he was a machinist and inventor. He owned the Mack towing company 

in the late 1920’s, was the captain of his own charter boat and originator of the Model Works 

in the 1930’s. In the November 13, 1938 “The Miami News” newspaper is an article about 

Robert McChristian, Sr.’s business as a patent model manufacturer. Also, in the March 23, 

1941 newspaper is an article about his invention of a vending machine that dispenses a single 

lighted cigarette for one cent. We will later learn that inventiveness would run in the family. 

 



 
McChristian Sr. Article in the November 13, 1938 “The Miami News” Newspaper 

 



 
McChristian Sr. Obituary in the September 10, 1955 “The Miami News” Newspaper 

 

In 1944 is the first time we see the relationship between Robert, Jr. and Elaine come to light. 

On their Application for Marriage License, Bob is shown as being 32 years old and a Passenger 

Agent for Eastern Airlines in Miami. Elaine is shown as 7 years younger and was born in 

Havana, Cuba. Both were previously married and divorced. 

 



 
Robert & Elaine’s Marriage Application Filed on August 21, 1944 

 

In 1947, Robert started advertising his business as “Capt. Mack’s Tackle Shack.” In the late 

1940’s and early 1950’s we see Capt. Mack and his wife Elaine become very active in fishing 

and casting contests. 

 



 
Capt. Mack’s March 23, 1947 Advertisement in “The Miami News” Newspaper 

 

 
Capt. Mack’s August 21, 1949 Fishing Tournament Announcement in “The Miami News” 

Newspaper 

 



In 1949, Capt. Mack upped his game by now including his beautiful wife in his advertisements. 

In the newspaper fishing reports are more and more records of Bob and Elaine’s record fish 

catches. They were also both heavily involved in tournament casting. Their reputations as both 

great fishers and successful tournament participants began to explode. This was definitely 

great for business. 

 

 
Elaine Featured in October 16, 1949 Advertisement in “The Miami News” Newspaper 

 



 
Elaine’s Tournament Distance Casting Success Reported in July 7, 1950 Article in “The Miami 

News” Newspaper 

 

 
Elaine’s & Bob’s Spinning Tournament Success Reported in July 8, 1950 Article in “The Miami 

News” Newspaper 

 



Elaine and Bob continued to be active with fishing and casting tournaments. She received a lot 

of notoriety when she caught an 8 pound Bonefish on 5 pound test line. 

 
Elaine’s Fishing Success Reported in September 10, 1950 Article in “The Miami News” 

Newspaper 

 



 
Bob’s Tournament Fishing Success Reported in July 1, 1951 Article in “The Miami News” 

Newspaper 

 

In the early 1950’s is when we see Bob becoming a major supporter of spinning tackle. His love 

for the spinning reel was often discouraged by the lack of its capability. Catching large fish with 

a reel will test its capability. Bob would later improve on the spinning reel design. 

 

 
Bob’s Spinning Reel Interest Reported in July 12, 1951 Article in “The Miami News” Newspaper 

 



In the late 1950’s is when we see Elaine becoming more of a public person at social events. 

Her and Bob were now well known in the Miami social circles. Elaine began to be seen 

modeling at various events and promoting the “McChristian” name. 

 

 
Elaine’s Modeling Reported in September 30, 1956 Article in “The Miami News” Newspaper 



 

While Elaine became more involved with social events, Bob finally had enough of the spinning 

reels that were available. In the late 1950’s, Bob designed his own spinning reel that could 

withstood the demands of catching large fish. It was reported in “The Miami News” 

newspaper in 1957 that Bob was now manufacturing his spinning reel design.  

 

 
Seamaster Spinning Reel Mentioned in an Article in the May 19, 1957 “The Miami News” 

Newspaper 

 



 
The Seamaster Spinning Reel (Photos courtesy of Crossroads Angling Auction) 

 

 



 
Photo of Elaine with a Seamaster Spinning Reel 

 

The reel was only available for a short time in the late 1950's because it became too expensive 

to manufacture. Bob stopped making the spinning reel and started making fly reels designed 

for the harsh corrosive environment seen by a reel during fishing in salt water. This was the 

beginning of the "Seamaster" line of salmon, tarpon and marlin reels. 

 



Elaine still continued to be in the news with her record catches. 

 

 
Elaine Mentioned in Article in the November 24, 1959 “The Miami News” Newspaper 

 

“The Miami News” newspaper records how Elaine was a member of the Women’s Auxiliary to 

the Miami Outboard Motor Club and entertained at the opening of their new Club House. It 

was a variety show with members of the Auxiliary entertaining.  

 

 



 
Photos of Elaine in the June 2, 1960 “The Miami News” Newspaper 

 

In the 1960’s and 1970’s, Elaine and Bob eased out of the social limelight. Their new endeavor 

was the perfection of his fly reel designs. The three features he included were its light weight, 

its smooth drag and its tough anodized finish required for the salt environment. 

 

By the 1980’s, The Seamaster reel was considered by all fishermen to be the epitome of salt 

water fly reels. Numerous articles were written about the reel and the man. Nowhere is 

mentioned the contributions of Elaine to his success. I’m sure she was happy for Bob and 

enjoyed seeing the praise he received for his reels. Elaine’s obituary does list her as the co-

founder of the Seamaster fishing reels. Looks like in the end she finally got some recognition. 
 

 

 

 

 



Elaine Edwards McChristian Obituary 
 

McCHRISTIAN, ELAINE EDWARDS, 99 of 

Palmetto Bay, passed away peacefully Aug. 2, 2018. 

Elaine attended Univ. of Miami, worked for Eastern 

Airlines, was a fashion model, retired after 21 years 

with Miami-Dade Water & Sewer Authority & co-

founded Seamaster fishing reels. Elaine's love for 

family, friends, fishing & gardening kept her young & 

vibrant. She won several women's fishing 

championships & caught a 52.5 lb Wahoo on 8 lb test 

with a Seamaster reel! She enjoyed memberships: 

Palmetto Bay Garden Club, Town & Country Garden 

Club, Laureate Beta Kappa Sorority & was board 

emeritus of Mangowood Homeowners Association. 

She was a loving wife to Robert, who predeceased her 

(1995); devoted mother to: Valerie (Lee) Gailey, Carol 

(Tom) Clark and Donna Jansen; adored by Charles 

Frow and grandchildren: Robert W (Dee) Jansen, 

Robert Gailey, Charyl (David) Morgan, Melissa (Joe) 

Luckey, Debbie (Stewart) Magenheimer, Pam (Sakis) Katsoufis, Tom (predeceased) Clark, Kim (Terry) Dunn, 

Edward (Mercedes) Clark, Denise (Andres) Poggio; great grandchildren: Adam, Tyler & Ryan Luckey; Sara & 

Billy Magenheimer; Sinan & Korel Cinaroglu; Tommy Dunn; Stephen, Brian & Michael Clark; Andrew & 

Robert M Jansen & great great granddaughter Lillie Jansen. Funeral service -Monday, Aug. 13-11 AM -St. 

Andrew's Episcopal Church, 14260 Old Cutler Rd immediately followed by graveside service at Miami 

Memorial Park 6200 SW 77th Av. Family suggests memorials to American Cancer Society or St Jude. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://pubads.g.doubleclick.net/gampad/jump?iu=/423686928/prod/obit-aff/obit-standard/clio-inline-1&t=clio%3DACS%26cobrand%3Dherald%26linkurl%3Dhttps%3A//donate.cancer.org/index.aspx%3Fcampaign%3Dlegacy2%26giftFirstName%3DElaine%26giftLastName%3DMcChristian%26giftType%3Dmem%26fn%3DElaine%26ln%3DMcChristian&sz=1x1&c=2013557884


 

January 1981 Outdoor Life Article Exert about Bob McChristian 

 

 



 

 

The Seamaster Fly Reels 

 



 

More Seamaster reel photos can be seen at https://luresnreels.com/seamaster.html 


